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SUBJECT: ERI 

1 . EMBASSY IS REQUESTED DELIVER FOLLOWING NOTE ON THIS 
SUBJECT TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY: 

2. QUOTE: THE EMBASSY OE THE UNITED STATES OE AMERICA 
PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFEAIRS AND REEERS TO THE INCIDENT CONCERNING THE UNITED 
STATES REGISTERED VESSEL FRI. ON JULY 17, 1973, WHILE 
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SAILING ON THE HIGH SEAS, THE AMERICAN VESSEL FRI WAS 
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BOARDED BY SEAMEN FROM THE FRENCH NAVY AND TAKEN IN TOW. 
THE BOAT WAS TAKEN TO MURUROA AND ITS CREW AND PASSENGERS 
WERE REMOVED FROM THE FRI AND TAKEN TO HAO. THE MASTER 
OF THE FRI AND ONE OE THE PASSENGERS WERE UNITED STATES 
CITIZENS. 

3. THE UNITED STATES WISHES TO INFORM THE GOVERNMENT OE 
FRANCE THAT IT TAKES EXCEPTION TO THE ACTIONS OF THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT IN SEIZING THE FRI AND REMOVING ITS 
CREW AND PASSENGERS. THE UNITED STATES HAS DECLARED 
DANGER ZONES ON THE HIGH SEAS AND RECOGNIZES THE RIGHT OE 
FRANCE TO DO SO. HOWEVER, THE UNITED STATES DOES NOT 
BELIEVE THAT THE USE OF FORCEFUL MEASURES TO EXCLUDE 
FOREIGN VESSELS FROM SUCH DANGER ZONES CAN BE JUSTIEIED 
UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW. WE SEE NO LEGAL JUSTIEICATION 

FOR THE BOARDING OE THIS VESSEL AND FOR THE APPARENT 
SILENCING OF ALL RADIO COMMUNICATION. IN ADDITION, THE 
UNITED STATES FINDS NO BASIS IN INTERNATIONAL LAW WHICH 
JUSTIFIES THE REMOVAL OF THE PASSENGERS FROM THE VESSEL. 

THE FLAG STATE IS THE ONLY STATE WHICH HAS LEGAL JURIS- 
DICTION OVER A VESSEL ON THE HIGH SEAS EXCEPT EOR CER- 
TAIN VERY LIMITED EXCEPTIONS, SUCH AS PIRACY AND SLAVE 
TRADE. 

4. EURTHERMORE, THE UNITED STATES WISHES TO EXPRESS ITS 
CONCERN OVER THE FAILURE OF FRENCH AUTHORITIES TO INFORM 
US PROMPTLY AND FULLY OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE 
SEIZURE OF THE FRI AND THE SUBSEQUENT TREATMENT OE THE 
VESSEL AND ITS PASSENGERS. WHILE WE ACCEPTED FRENCH 
ASSURANCES THAT THE FRI WAS NOT DAMAGED, AND UNDERSTAND 
THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN TO 
ASSURE THAT THE MASTER OF THE FRI AND OTHER AMERICAN 
CITIZENS REMAIN SAFE DURING THE PERIOD OF NUCLEAR 
TESTING, THE UNITED STATES EEELS THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF 
FRANCE DID NOT MEET ITS OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE SYSTEM OF 
COOPERATION ESTABLISHED IN THE UNITED STATES-FRENCH 
CONSULAR CONVENTION OF JULY 18, 1966. IN PARTICULAR, 

THERE WAS A EAILURE TO NOTIFY A CONSULAR OFFICE PRIOR 

TO OR IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SEIZURE. 
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5. THE UNITED STATES RESERVES ITS RIGHTS, AND THOSE OF 
ITS NATIONALS, IN LIGHT OF THE ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE 
FRENCH AUTHORITIES IN THIS MATTER. UNQUOTE. 

6. (COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE). 

ROGERS 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 02 AUG 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE1 52410 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: MBWEST/EUR/WE - EJBEIGELiPAM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 9730861 /aaaabsvu.tel 
Line Count: 115 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN L 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <20-Aug-2001 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <16-Nov-2001 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRl 

TAGS: PARM, PFOR, FR 

To: PARIS 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




